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Primary Sources of Law 
	The United States Constitution gives state governments the power to protect and uphold public health and safety. Therefore, state governments can develop laws, that are aimed at promoting public safety (Porche, 2017). Further, the Tenth Amendment of the Constitution gives states the power to make laws regarding public health. For example, the state of California implemented Medi-Cal, a Medicaid health program. The federal government has also implemented various policies. 
	State constitutions provide socioeconomic rights in public healthcare, that are not included or acknowledged in the federal constitution. The history of the United States indicates that states take the leadership role in developing and implementing public healthcare policy. State constitutions can restrict or bind state governments to offer equitable care to their citizens (Ransom & Valladares, 2021). These rights provide for legislative action, to improve the healthcare system. 
	Federal statutes are implemented by the Department of Health and Human Services. This department is in charge of initiatives that are aimed at improving public health and patient outcomes. Apart from this, it is responsible for supporting new statutes (US Department of Health and Human Services, 2021). Examples of these statutes include Medicare, Medicaid, and HIPAA among others. State statutes ensure that public health organizations are licensed and regulated. 
	Common law, as interpreted by the courts, must be considered in the development of public health policy. Any authority that wishes to implement new rules, regulations, and programs, must consider the provisions of the common law (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2021). For example, common law gives lawyers the authority to define the permissible scope for conducting health agency programs. This explains why healthcare agencies should have lawyers. 
	Case laws focus on challenging existing public healthcare policies, to ensure that they are focused on improving public health. For example, in 2012, the Supreme Court heard the case challenging the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2021). The constitutionality of this act has been challenged. For example, its eligibility criteria have been questioned. Court rulings can also have an impact on the effectiveness of public healthcare policy. Therefore, case laws are aimed at interpreting the constitution, with regard to healthcare. 
	Administrative law concerns the development of rules and laws that guide the activities of health workers. Apart from this, administrative law is used in governing the way public health organizations implement and enforce various programs and policies (Ransom & Valladares, 2021). For example, administrative law allows federal, state, and local governments to exercise their power over public health workers and agencies. It gives governments the power to fire health workers. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Branches of Government
The branches of government are the executive, the judiciary, and the legislature. The executive is responsible for providing leadership and developing public health policies (Rural Health Information Hub, n. d.). It enforces various laws that are passed by congress to address ethical issues. For example, it is responsible for making rules that guide the behaviors of healthcare workers and organizations. The Code of Conduct for nurses is an example of an ethical guideline under the executive branch. 
The judiciary interprets all the laws that have been developed by the federal branch, regarding the activities of healthcare workers and organizations. The judiciary is responsible for applying ethical laws to various states (Rural Health Information Hub, n. d.). For example, it can apply laws related to specific ethical cases that have been raised in states. Decisions made by the federal branch affect healthcare policy. 
The legislature carries out the legislative process. It is responsible for addressing healthcare issues that are faced in various areas (Jacox, 2017). It influences the healthcare workers that are allowed to work in various health organizations. This implies that it can fire any workers that are involved in unethical practices. 
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